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T e n u r e / S t i n t  &  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  F o l l o w i n g  N F L  H e a d  C o a ch   R o l e ( s )

Six current NFL head coaches have been hired since the day following Super Bowl LVI (February 14, 2022).  Jonathan 
Gannon, DeMeco Ryans, and Shane Steichen are first-time NFL head coaches.  Todd Bowles, Frank Reich, and Sean 
Payton are second-time NFL head coaches.   Twenty-one of the 32 current head coaches are serving as first-time NFL 
head coaches, ten coaches are serving as second-time NFL head coaches, and one coach (Pete Carroll) is working as 
an NFL head coach for the third time in his coaching career (see Figure B1).  All six recently hired head coaches have 
prior NFL experience as either an offensive coordinator (three recently hired coaches) or defensive coordinator 
(three recently hired coaches).  None of the six recently hired head coaches has any prior NFL level experience as a 
special teams coordinator. 

C U R R E N T  H E A D  C O A C H  T E N U R E / S T I N T S  ( 2 0 2 3 )F I G U R E  B 1

N F L  O P P O R T U N I T Y  A F T E R  F I R S T  H E A D  C O A C H  P O S I T I O N  ( 1 9 6 3 - 2 0 2 3 )F I G U R E  B 2

As illustrated in Figure B2, after separating from a first head coach position, 12 different coaches of color have earned 
a second head coach opportunity in the NFL since the start of the 1963 season.  For example, in March 2022, Todd 
Bowles was named head coach of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers after previously serving as head coach of the New York 
Jets from 2015-2018.  After separating from a first head coach position, 62 White individuals have received a second 
NFL head coach opportunity since the start of the 1963 season.  For example, recently hired Carolina Panthers head 
coach Frank Reich served as head coach of the Indianapolis Colts from 2018 to midway through the 2022 NFL regular 
season—Reich was fired after the Colts started the 2022 season with a 3-5-1 record.  Similarly, recently hired Denver 
Broncos head coach Sean Payton served as head coach of the New Orleans Saints from 2006-2011 and 2013-2021—
Payton was suspended by the NFL during the 2012 season and took a year off from coaching in the NFL after parting 
ways with the New Orleans Saints following the 2021 NFL season.
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M o b i l i t y  P a th  w a y s  &  T a l e n t  P i p e l i n e s

Five of the 16 offensive coordinators hired between February 14, 2022 (day following Super Bowl LVI) and February 12, 
2023 (day of Super Bowl LVII) are currently holding an NFL offensive coordinator position for the first time, seven of 
the 16 offensive coordinators hired during this time period are serving as an NFL offensive coordinator for the second 
time, two of the recently hired offensive coordinators are now serving as third-time NFL offensive coordinators, 
and two of the recently hired offensive coordinators are serving as NFL offensive coordinators for the fourth time.  
Stated differently, 11 of the 16 recently hired offensive coordinators have prior career experience as an NFL offensive 
coordinator (see Figure C1).

E X P E R I E N C E  O F  R E C E N T LY  H I R E D  O F F E N S I V E  C O O R D I N A T O R SF I G U R E  C 1

Three of the recently hired offensive coordinators served as passing game coordinators with either a different NFL 
team or their current NFL team immediately before being hired as (or promoted to) offensive coordinator of their 
current NFL team.  Two of the recently hired offensive coordinators served as college-level offensive coordinators 
before being hired as offensive coordinator of their current NFL team.  One of the recently hired offensive 
coordinators served as a tight ends coach / assistant head coach of another NFL team immediately before being 
hired as an offensive coordinator.  And one of the recently hired offensive coordinators served as a coaching analyst 
immediately before being promoted to the offensive coordinator position.

Three of the twelve defensive coordinators hired between February 14, 2022 (day following Super Bowl LVI) and 
February 12, 2023 (day of Super Bowl LVII) are currently holding an NFL defensive coordinator position for the 
first time.  Four of the twelve defensive coordinators hired during this time period are serving as an NFL defensive 
coordinator for the second time.  Three of the twelve recently hired defensive coordinators are serving as NFL 
defensive coordinators for the third time.  And two of the twelve recently hired defensive coordinators are working 
as an NFL defensive coordinator for the fourth or greater time in their coaching career—for example, Jim Schwartz 
is now serving in his fourth stint as an NFL defensive coordinator and Vic Fangio is now serving is his sixth stint as 
an NFL defensive coordinator.  Stated differently, 9 of the 12 recently hired defensive coordinators have prior career 
experience as an NFL defensive coordinator (see Figure C2).

E X P E R I E N C E  O F  R E C E N T LY  H I R E D  D E F E N S I V E  C O O R D I N A T O R SF I G U R E  C 2

One of the offensive coordinators hired between February 14, 2022 (day following Super Bowl LVI) and February 
12, 2023 (day of Super Bowl LVII) served as the head coach of a different NFL team immediately before being named 
offensive coordinator of their current NFL team (Nathaniel Hackett).  Four of the offensive coordinators hired during 
this same time period held the offensive coordinator position with a different NFL team immediately before being 
named offensive coordinator of their current NFL team.  Four of the recently hired offensive coordinators held the 
quarterbacks coach position with either a different NFL team or their current NFL team immediately before being 
hired as (or promoted to) offensive coordinator of their current NFL team—one of the recently promoted former 
quarterbacks coaches (Matt Nagy) also held the title of “senior assistant.”  
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